
PolyCIVIS Newsletter  __ June 2025

PolyCIVIS WP2 Workshop in Dakar – 
Advancing a Euro-African Dialogue on 
Polycrisis
PolyCIVIS Research Work Package 

As part of the PolyCIVIS project, the WP2 research team held 
a dynamic workshop in Dakar, to collaboratively shape the 
next steps in doing research on polycrisis. 
Through presentations, interactive sessions, and panel discussions, participants 
helped refine the conceptual framework and identify the expectations for the final 
conference and book. 
Proposing a reflection on polycrisis: a glance at the program

If you missed it, here is a glance into the workshop’s program: 

· The workshop started with a presentation of the PolyCIVIS database, including a brief demonstration 
of how to navigate its key features.

· To follow-up, the first panel offered valuable insights into how network researchers—Youness Ben 
Mouro (UH2C), Kanifa Kamatara (Mak), and Fiorenza Deriu (SUR)—integrate the polycrisis in their 
work, respectively on migration, meat science, and intersectionality. A second panel, featuring Jean-
Marc Trouille (UoB) and Anne Weyembergh (ULB), explored the co-creation of Euro-African 
perspectives through Jean Monnet projects.

· This was followed by an interactive co-creation session, where participants collaboratively identified 
new research avenues and key themes related to polycrisis. The discussions around this activity 
raised very crucial questions about the essence of the polycrisis: is it a concept or a theory? 

· The workshop concluded with a strategic discussion on the structure and editorial direction of the 
upcoming book, outlining the next steps toward an interdisciplinary publication in English. Potential 
editors from the network will be contacted shortly by the ULB, to advance the scientific work around 
the book and define the publishing strategy.



Interactive session: How to ensure a Euro-African interdisciplinary perspective to research 
polycrisis?

Before starting, participants were asked to share a word they associate with "polycrisis." This revealed 
recurring themes such as cascading effects, multidimensionality, societal transformation, and the 
need for collective governance—highlighting shared concerns and research interests across the 
network.

This brainstorming was then deepened through a collaborative group activity, that aimed at 
identifying central themes and methodological approaches for the upcoming book. Three working 
groups explored the most pressing dimensions of polycrisis, from a Euro-African perspective. The 
following outcomes emerged:

1. Thematic Priorities
Participants emphasized the importance of focusing on:

Climate change, natural disasters, and resource-based conflicts (e.g., Congo, Sahel).
Migration (climate-induced, identity-based, infrastructure and policy nexus).
Environmental degradation and sustainability (e.g., plastic pollution, Great Green Wall).
Socioeconomic factors like unemployment, gender dynamics, and food security.
The role of AI and technological innovation in building resilience.
Governance, democracy, equity, and AU-EU geopolitics.

2. Methodological Insights
The network stressed the need for:

Interdisciplinary approaches combining fieldwork, citizen science, and ethnography.



Frameworks that compare regional perceptions of crises and foster shared understandings 
with tools to pair perspectives and rethink cooperation across continents.
New collaborative models bridging research and policy (e.g., policy labs, knowledge brokers).

3. Shared Values and Vision
Finally, participants agreed that the book should be guided by core values such as inclusion, 
openness, equity, dialogue, and transparency—positioning it as both a scholarly and transformative 
project.

These insights will directly inform the editorial strategy and content of the PolyCIVIS book, ensuring it 
is grounded in collective expertise and responsive to both African and European research contexts.
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