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DATABASE: AIM, SCOPE AND METHODOLOGY 

As part of WP2 Research, we aimed at building a Polycrisis database. To do so, we 
proceeded through the following steps:  

1) Why a database on polycrisis ?  

Description and aim of the database  

The PolyCIVIS database was developed to include between 300 and 500 entries of 
publications related to the concept of polycrisis from a Euro-African perspective. Initially, no 
restrictions were placed on publication types or dates, and the database aimed to 
encompass titles in all languages represented within the consortium. However, collaborative 
efforts within the network led to a more structured approach, refining the database’s design 
to better align with the project’s objectives while ensuring its accessibility and relevance for 
diverse audiences, including policymakers, researchers, and students. 
Furthermore, discussions were conducted regarding the database’s format (see below) to 
ensure its adaptability to future research and policy needs. These considerations aimed to 
create a resource that is not only comprehensive and dynamic but also serves as a strategic 
tool for knowledge dissemination, engagement, and decision-making across various sectors. 

For the PolyCIVIS project  

Within the Project, the database serves as a valuable resource across all work packages, as it 
consolidates both academic and grey literature on the concept of polycrisis. It can be 
consulted at any stage of the project, whether to refine our conceptual understanding of 
polycrisis, support the development of the BIP, identify key topics for policy engagement, or 
deepen our knowledge of polycrisis and its evolving discourse within both scholarly literature 
and the public sphere. 

For the Research WP 

The discussions surrounding the creation and management of this database have been 
instrumental in identifying key research directions for the work package. By deepening our 
understanding of how polycrisis is analyzed within the scientific community, addressed by 
international organizations, and presented to the broader public through the media, we have 
been able to reflect on the following aspects: 
 
Conceptual understanding of polycrisis – The database has enabled a critical examination 
of our own interpretation of polycrisis and the ways in which it can be refined through further 
research. This includes exploring specific perspectives, such as how scholars from the 
Global South conceptualize polycrisis and why there exist three distinct yet parallel 
definitions: one rooted in Edgar Morin’s intellectual legacy, another shaped by concerns in 
international relations, and a third, more loosely defined, variant. 
 
Academic approaches to polycrisis – Mapping the dominant scholarly perspectives on 
polycrisis provides valuable insights for structuring the final book and shaping the 
concluding conference. By identifying the key themes addressed in existing literature, we can 
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refine and extend the analytical framework, integrating new perspectives to advance 
scholarly debates on polycrisis.  
 

For researchers, teachers and students and policymakers 

This database serves as a valuable resource for researchers, educators, students, 
policymakers, and a broader range of stakeholders, including journalists, civil society 
organizations, and think tanks. It facilitates a deeper engagement with the concept of 
polycrisis by offering a multidisciplinary and multilingual repository of global literature. Its 
added value lies not only in the breadth of its coverage—encompassing academic research, 
policy reports, and grey literature—but also in its capacity to bridge different epistemological 
and regional perspectives. 
 
For researchers, the database provides a tool to explore the thematic intersections of 
polycrisis with various critical fields, such as environmental studies, migration, security, 
governance, and economic crises. Educators and students can integrate it into Blended 
Intensive Programs (BIPs) and academic curricula to examine both conceptual and empirical 
dimensions of polycrisis. Policymakers can leverage it to compare how different 
organizations define and address polycrisis, thereby informing evidence-based 
decision-making. Journalists and media professionals may find it useful for contextualizing 
crises within a broader analytical framework, while civil society actors can use it to develop 
advocacy strategies and interventions grounded in scholarly and policy debates. 
 
A key strength of this database is its attempt to identify Euro-African perspective, which 
helped incorporate analyses from both European and African contexts and identifying the 
current bias in polycrisis research. This consideration highlights the need to enhance 
research identifying differences due to historical trajectories, socio-economic structures, and 
geopolitical realities. This perspective would allow for a more nuanced understanding of 
polycrisis, moving beyond Eurocentric frameworks to include voices, methodologies, and 
knowledge production from the Global South. As a result, the database fosters a more 
inclusive and critical dialogue on global crises, offering new avenues for collaboration 
between European and African scholars, institutions, and policymakers. 
 

For a broader audience 

A broader audience, who has interest in the topic of polycrisis, can also use this database to 
get knowledge around it: whether it is scientific knowledge, political knowledge on what 
international institutions publish on polycrisis, or general knowledge on how global 
newspapers present it. Using the labels, they can also navigate the database through their 
topics of interest (tourism, housing, energy, etc.).   
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2) Identifying the scope of the database: methodological bootcamp and 
consultation 

The objectives of the workshop “Methodological bootcamp: Framing the Polycrisis” with the 
project’s team (31.01.2024) were to identify research priorities, themes and partners’ 
expertise to shape the Polycrisis database. 

Thanks to the presentations and discussions during the bootcamp, we came out with a few 
questions that could guide us and help shaping the research work package:  

Language and terminology 

To build on a good research agenda, it is important to agree on the use of “polycrisis”: should 
it be singular? Plural? Is it one word or could it be written poly-crisis? (as in some papers).  

During the first workshop of PolyCIVIS, it was identified that polycrisis describes one 
phenomenon, the entanglement of multiple crises, and should therefore be referred to as the 
singular. However, the bibliography highlights that this rule is not always observed, in 
different languages. Therefore, to make sure to have a unified research agenda, we proposed 
to reference the translation of polycrisis in the network’s languages.   

Type of literature 

Throughout the project, it is important to keep in mind the existence of both grey literature 
and academic literature on the topic of polycrisis. While the first is linked to the 
policy-making field (WP3), there are different ways to address it.  

The two types of literature can be analyzed separately, considering that there are too many 
differences between the academic field and the other types of publications. They can also be 
analyzed together, to spot common points and differences. Eventually, they can serve each 
other in providing the policy-making field and academic field with other tools and lenses (for 
example: “grey literature” can be the object of an academic research).  

The bibliographical work highlighted that altogether, the publications from think tanks or 
international organizations that directly address the topic of polycrisis comprehend a wide 
range of topics, but they often highlight its link to the “ecosocial”, the environmental and 
political issues, while academia looks at polycrisis in different ways and fields, going beyond 
these interests. 

Disciplines and fields 

At the different steps of inquiring how to build a research agenda, a problem came out: how 
to shape research, when fields might contradict each other on certain definitions / principles 
/ ideas? One of the main disagreements between disciplines, that arose many times, is the 
question of uniqueness in the polycrisis. While international relations insist on the fact that 
polycrisis is new, other disciplines disagree, or even see this affirmation as a problem, since it 
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goes against the principles of their disciplines. Indeed, historians affirm that the notion of 
“crisis” generally leads to proposals for short-term, emergency solutions.  

Moreover, polycrisis is not a new concept in history (e.g. the interlinkage of economic, 
political and social crisis in North America and Western Europe that unfolded over several 
years following the 1929 Wall street stock market crash), and thinking in terms of its 
“exceptionality” leads to a presentist analysis that poses numerous limitations: this idea 
should be replaced by “the normality of crisis” or everyday life in crisis. Therefore, the 
network decided to include all disciplines and fields that address the polycrisis or related 
issues in the database, and conduct work on the differences later.  

A consultation was conducted among the network: emails were sent to the primary and 
secondary contacts (a total of around 100 persons based in the 21 universities), inviting 
them to share the call around them. Through the consultation, we started gathering some 
data and identified a new objective to include to the database construction: 

Related notions 

In order to build on an exhaustive bibliography, we suggest to include a broader literature 
than the one focusing on polycrisis. Indeed, our partners suggested that topics such as 
states of fragility or multiple crises can contribute to the study of the polycrisis as well, or 
provide meaningful tools to do so. Therefore, we decided to look at the different disciplines 
represented in the network to list the terms that can be interesting in the building of the 
research agenda and bibliography. 

3) Gathering the data: research and monitoring new literature 

We then conducted research, to start building the database. To do so, we used research tools 
and academic catalogues, including Google Scholar, Summon (Aix-Marseille Université) and 
Sofia (Université du Québec à Montréal).  

We also used Google to include grey literature, and especially to conduct a press review and 
identify publications in the news that mention the polycrisis.  

4) Ordering the data using Zotero, by creating folders, adding labels and 
exporting the result  

As we aimed at proposing a database that can be navigated easily, and offers various 
possibilities (being included on a website, being exported as a bibliography, etc.) we decided 
to use Zotero to work on the data, and then write a descriptive report on what has been done.    

It was decided to use Zotero to work on the data, since the software offers many advantages:  

- It is easy to navigate a substantial list of publications and to use it for further projects 
(such as importing the data on a website).  

- It is possible to share the database with further users once it is completed.  
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- It provides numerous options to label the data, and therefore conduct research on it 
(such as: who writes about what? How can we divide the literature on polycrisis? 
What trends emerge?). 

Therefore, we proceeded as following: 

Create a shared library on Zotero and clean the entries 

The library remained unpublished while we were working on it. We upload the already existing 
bibliography in the software, and then use it to add publications. We then verified the authors 
names, the type of documents, and further information, avoiding double entries.  

Allow to navigate the database 

The goal was then to make sure that we can navigate the database, and identify easily the 
type of publications, the topics, the disciplines, etc. Therefore, we created “collections” in the 
library, which allow us to separate academic/non-academic literature but also order the 
academic and non-academic in different groups. For the academic literature that focuses on 
polycrisis, we also uploaded the abstracts of the articles and created labels for each entry. 
Finally, we labeled the documents (see below).  

Export and publish the database 

Zotero’s library will, eventually, be published to the audience and the bibliographical lists were 
exported, to be included in the present documents and to be referred to in further analysis.   
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5) Completing the database 

Report 

Eventually, the last step for the realization of the database is completing it with a report that 
helps navigating the database and gives further useful information on the general research 
on polycrisis. This is the aim of this document, that helps understanding the methodology 
that underpinned the building the database, and gives further insights in the polycrisis 
research.  

Specification: identify tools that facilitate the navigation in the database 

These tools should allow the navigation for any type of users (see in 1) who could find this 
database useful) and replicate some of the navigation options that are allowed in Zotero.  

For example, a student in political science, who wants to identify publications from 
researchers in this discipline should be able to easily access the publications. In Zotero, this 
corresponds to selecting the “political science” label:  

 

If the student wants to explore what kind of research conducted in political science, 
regarding energy issues, he could also select the “energy” label: 
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Likewise, a psychologist who wants to know what labels are associated with polycrisis’ 
research in the field of psychology could select psychology, and then navigate the rest of the 
labels: 
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6) Next step: create a user’s guide to facilitate the navigation in the database 
 
Once the database is online and can be navigated by a broad audience, we plan to publish a 
user’s guide that can help understand the database and use it. The guide will be explaining 
why we created this database, will give brief insights on how we did it, and will illustrate the 
way it can be used through concrete examples. We will run a series of tests within the 
network to improve the guide, before sharing it to the community.  
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PolyCIVIS: Confronting the polycrisis in Europe and Africa  

PolyCIVIS is a Euro - African collaboration that brings to the forefront the global polycrisis, 
allowing a better understanding of the impacts of several concurrent major societal crises 
challenging the world in the form of a polycrisis. 

In the wake of the global polycrisis, urgent challenges have emerged, prompting PolyCIVIS 
to take action. Our initiative is dedicated to addressing these pressing global issues and 
their interconnected consequences. 

Contact information 

Email. polycivis@ulb.be  

Website. https://www.civis.eu/polycivis  

 

 

PolyCIVIS is co-funded by the European Union, Erasmus+ call: 
ERASMUS-JMO-2023-NETWORKS-HEI-NON-EU-AFRICA  

This report is part of the PolyCIVIS Project. Views and opinions expressed are those of the 
author(s) only and do not necessarily reflect those of the European Union. Neither the 
European Union nor the granting authority can be held responsible for them. 
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